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course at site 5. Therefore, we have a direct in_re_ in the Proposed Plan for the closure of the
landfi_s at MCAS El Toro since _e _medy sdec_d for _e landfil_ will have a _rect effect on
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The purpose of this letter is to fonnally submit comments from the Orange County Solid Waste
Loc_al Enforcement Agency regarding the proposed plan for the closure of inactive landfill sites 3
and 5 at Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) El Toro.

The Orange County Health Care Agency, Environmental Health Division, is certified by the
California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) to be the Solid Waste Local
Enforcement Agency (LEA) for all cities and unincorporated areas of Orange County. The LEA
pennits and inspects solid waste facilities (active landfills, transfer· stations and composting
facilities), and oversees the assessment, remediation, closure and development of inactive and
closed landfills within Orange County. This authority will extend to the closed landfill sites at
MCAS El Toro following the de-listing of the inactive landfills as "Superfund" sites. The LEA's
regulatory oversight will most likely begin before the redevelopment of the areas encompassing
and surrounding landfill site 3 and may also occur prior to the constrUction of an irrigated golf
course at site 5. Therefore, we have a direct interest in the Proposed Plan for the closure of the
landfills at MCAS El Toro since the remedy selected for the landfills will have a direct effect on
pubic health and safety issues associated with the reuse of these areas.

The assumptions made in the proposed plan appear to be a "best case" scenario based on a
limited characterization of the waste material contained in each landfill. Although the landfill
gas data collected during the 1991 SWAT test and the remedial investigation suggest that landfill
gas generation may be limited, we believe the studies are not adequate to assure migration of
landfill gas will not· impact the future reuse of the areas adjacent to the landfills. The
assumptions made regarding the limited potential for landfill gas generation cannot be validated
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sire 3 or 5. In ad_fion, _ ong_ng moM_fing pings, _u_ng _fle 27 _m_t gas
mortaring Wo_s, _o_d _ in_MMdprior _ _e finfl sde_n of _e g_ _m_y _r
si_s 3 and 5. Such an __ wo_d pin,de _e g_ mo_fing dma n_sa_ to evMume
the proposed remedy _r _se skes.

_ _mm_ the _A is confined th_ _e pmp_ed _es _r landfill s_es 3 and 5 (n_ve
soil caps) are in conffi_ wRh the Wopo_d i_gmd land reuse at s_ 5 and may be in confl_t
wi_ the pmpo_d _use of sffe 3. _nheL _e pmpo_d _me_ m_ _sM_ _mm land use of
the si_. The _A _s _e C_MB, D_C and O_ C_n_s MCAS _ _m Loc_
Redeve_pment Au_'s p_n' _at _h_ morn _nse_e _med_s may be m_e
_mp_e _ _ l_d _.

Thank you _r _e oppo_u_ to pin.de __ on _e proposed _. _ you have any.

Haz_dous Was_ Spe_t, _ _ 14)667-2014.

Sincerd%

'_.._/ SNid Was_ LoeN Enforcement Agency
EnvironmentN HeN_ Divis_n

JM:ss

_: - Cm_ H_g_ MCAS _ Tom M_r Devel_me_ Program
Sco_ W_ C_mia _grated W_ M_em_t Bo_d
Ta_eer M_m_ D_m_t _ Tox_ S_stan_s Con_ol
P_fida H_non, Santo Aria Reoon_ W_ Qu_ity Co_ml Bo_d
Dav_ Jon_, So_h Co_t Air Qu_i_ M_em_t _s_ct
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without a more comprehensive waste characterization which has not b~en performed at either
site 3 or 5. In addition, an ongoing monitoring program, including Title 27 permanent gas
monitoring probes, should be installed prior to the final selection of the proposed remedy for
sites 3 and 5. Such an installation would provide the gas monitoring data necessary to evaluate
the proposed remedy for these sites.

In summary, the LEA is concerned that the proposed remedies for landfill sites 3 and 5 (native
soil caps) are in conflict with the proposed irrigated l~md reuse at site 5 and may be in conflict
with the proposed reuse of site 3. Further, the proposed remedies may restrict future land use of
the site. The LEA supports the CIWMB, DTSCand Orange County's MCAS EI Toro Local
Redevelopment Authority' 5 position' that other more conservative remedies may be more
compatible with future land uses.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed plan. If you have any
questions regarding the comments in this letter, please contact Patricia Henshaw, Supervising
Hazardous Waste Specialist, at (714) 667-2014. .

Sincerely,

.~~ ,,/" ,.::-z ~i11er, REHS, Director
\~ Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency

Environmental Health Division

JM:ss

CC: -' Candace Haggard, MCAS EI Taro Master Development Program
Scott Walker, California Integrated Waste Management Board
Tayseer Mahmoud, Department of Toxic Substances Control
Patricia Hannon, Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board
David Jones, South Coast Air Quality Management District
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